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LAT CHI MAN Solo Exhibition “Chill Out!”
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Curatorial Concept

Amanda Wei Gallery is honored to present artist Lai Chi Man’s Hong Kong solo exhibition “Chill
Out” for the first time. What is special about the exhibition is that there are three exhibiting spaces
that echo with each other. We will present a miniature collection of natural images in our gallery
space. Exquisite and delicate sculptures such as "Cloud", "Wave", "Scenery" and "Sprout", together
with the paper paintings, constitute a poetic and approachable scene. We also hope our friends can
explore the artworks displayed on the yacht, as well as his large public sculptures outdoors, by
which viewers could wander in a more open space, and feel the wonderful connection between
human beings and nature. One of the important features in Lai Chi Man’s creation is making good
use of any natural resources on earth. Stone, as an essential part of nature, is a precious heritage of
ancient civilization; For Lai Chi Man, creation is not about wasting more materials but a way to
cherish natural resources: Through applying stones and steel dross, rope, rice, and other materials,
he achieves a form of balance with nature.

International sculptor Lai Chi Man was born in Hong Kong in 1949 and established in Taiwan. As
one of the very rare sculptors who still works on stones in the Chinese art world, Lai Chi Man
believes in nature and chooses natural materials to create artworks accordingly. Craftsmanship and
artistic mission drive him to work hard on every creation process including conceiving, choosing
materials, sculpting. He indicated that making stone sculptors are just like farmers who work under
the sun day after day, constantly challenging different materials to reveal the historical significance
of stones.

After graduating from the National Taiwan Academy of Arts, Lai Chi Man experienced life in Hong
Kong, Italy, the US, Netherlands, and Taiwan. Later, Lai moved to Henraux Studio in Italy and
worked with Henry Moore, Isamu Noguchi, and Pietro Casella. In 1984, he was invited by Taipei
University of the Arts, where he taught in the Fine Arts Department for more than 30 years. In 1989,
he presided over Taiwan's first international sculpture workshop in Tainan City, during which he
promoted public art legislation in Taiwan. He had important exhibitions in many countries and
regions including Netherlands, Japan, Singapore, Taiwan and Hong Kong. Lai is warmly welcomed
and recognized by the international art field aa his artworks were collected by series of important
art institutions such as Dutch National BKR visual arts organizations, University of Wyoming Art

Museum, Taipei Fine Arts Museum and Japan Hara Museum.

Lai Chi Man’s abundant overseas life guided him to oriental culture to look for identity. He uses the
principles of Chinese lexicography, such as "pictograph" and "compound ideograph" of the six
categories as the concept and extends to the philosophy of life, view of nature and their relationship

in society nowadays. The artist is also deeply influenced by the unique delicateness and beauty of

Shop B, LG/F, Wilson House
19-27 Wyndham St, Central, Hong Kong
www.amandaweigallery.com +852 2656 2908



AMANDA WEI

GALLERY

Buddhist sculpture art, and transforms it into universal values that transcend culture by creating a

series of artworks such as "Between" and "Scenery".

Lai Chi Man’s sculptures will involve a variety of creative mediums such as rock, metal, and wood,
while his paper paintings are a transformation of the hieroglyphics in oracle bone inscriptions, and
they implicitly explain the source of inspiration for his sculpture creation. His artworks could
remind people of the Zen culture in Eastern and Western art back to the 1950s which reveals a
direct experience of the present and existence. Lai expresses his feelings and thoughts through lines
and shapes in sculpture and on paper, giving people endless imagination. Lai Chi Man’s discussion
about “Between” proved a Non-Dualism artistic outlook which neutralized the conflict between
Chinese traditional aesthetics and modern abstract concepts by breaking the dichotomy fallacy

between realism and abstractionism, and experiment and tradition.

The exhibition "Chill Out!" is inspired by the three "Chill Out" installations
that included marble drops combined with a table, a chair, and a bench, bringing Lai Chi
Man's spirit and artistic achievements back to his hometown. Amanda Wei Gallery hopes that
through curating this exhibition, a multidimensional display from paper to three-dimensional, from
outdoor to indoor, could achieve a harmonious scene with the oriental spirit and natural image
embodied in it. Let‘s return to the fundamentals of human beings and experience the attitude of
beauty and peace by gazing at those still drop sculptures: between heaven, earth, objects, and

subjects, chill out and ride through uncertain situations.

The exhibition will open on September 9th and last until December 2nd. We sincerely invite you to

visit the exhibition.
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J& fh 558G Highlight of Exhibits

«ZE»  Sprout

KA A [E A Marble and Granite
35x18x 85 cm
2005
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The artwork “Sprout” is the representation of spring coming back to the earth, everything grows,
seeds sprout lively, full of vitality and liveliness. Black marble is added to the white marble to
indicate the growing section of the sprout.
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«[BlF» Circle and Square

AX- P Acrylic on Paper KIA Marble
2x79x 11 34x34x9cm
2014 2019
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The table of "the heaven and the earth", used in ancient China to worship the heaven and the earth,
is the way of thinking for the ancients to know the world. The harmonious combination of the
moving and quiet sides gets along. Through the thin and transparent square in the middle, light can
pass through the marble to produce different changes.
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«KH BFHJEEY Scenery Around the White House, 2019
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A% P4 Acrylic on Paper
110 x 79 cm

4 J& Golden House, 2019

KIEA . #48 Marble, Slag
23x12x 27 cm
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Artist used a natural material, marble to create the house. Combined with the industrial slag,
“Golden House” shows a contrast of the medium. House is a place that group and connect people.
The work explores whether the phenomenon of isolation between people is facilitated due to the

industrial and technology development.

Shop B, LG/F, Wilson House
19-27 Wyndham St, Central, Hong Kong
www.amandaweigallery.com +852 2656 2908



AMANDA WEI €

GALLERY

&I7K»  Scenery

S

i

-
vy
Py
i
m——
Bl
s
e

|

N “If;

117K Scenery, 2018

Z 7 Basalt
50x30x25cm
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“Scenery” combines the natural shape of rocks and artificial sculpting skills, applying rock materials
as basis and keep the original cracks on the rocks. The stairs represented the image of space and
created a natural landscape. The cracks guide audiences to imagine the natural space through the
texture and shape of rock. The ladder represents the humanised existence in reflection of the natural

space. It symbolises the image of the human being moving through the natural space. The work
contains the humanity and the natural ambiance.
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© TAIWAN CONTEMPORARY ART ARCHIVE

1949 born in Hong Kong
1973 graduated from the National Taiwan Academy of Arts
1980 received M.F.A. degree from University of Wyoming, US

Currently lives and works in China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan

Lai Chi Man is a key sculptor in Mainland China, Taiwan and Hong Kong
and has worldwide recognition. After graduating from the National Taiwan Academy of Arts, Lai moved to Henraux
Studio in Italy and worked with Henry Moore, Isamu Noguchi, and Pietro Casella. In 1984, he was invited by Taipei
University of the Arts, where he taught in the Fine Arts Department for more than 30 years. Having experienced life in
Hong Kong, Italy, the US, Netherlands, and Taiwan, Lai returned back to oriental culture to look for identity. As one of
the very rare sculptors who still works on stone sculptures in the Chinese art world, Lai believes in nature and he creates
artworks using natural materials. While comprehending the differences between China and western civilisation, he
neutralised the conflict between Chinese traditional aesthetics and modern abstract concepts by breaking the dichotomy
fallacy between realism and abstractionism, experiment and tradition. He uses the principles of Chinese lexicography,
such as "pictograph" and "compound ideograph" of the six categories as the concept and extended to the philosophy of
life, view of natural and their relationship in the society nowadays. Lai expresses his feelings and thoughts through lines

and shapes in sculpture and on paper, giving people endless imagination.

In 1989, he presided over Taiwan's first international sculpture workshop in Tainan City, during which he promoted
public art legislation in Taiwan. He had important exhibitions in many countries and regions including Netherlands,
Japan, Singapore, Taiwan and Hong Kong. Lai participated in different public art creations, artworks are exhibited in
different public areas in China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong including schools, court, and outdoor areas of museums. Lai is
warmly welcomed and recognized by the international art field and he was the first contracted artist of Taiwan Eslite
Gallery. His artworks were collected by series of important art institutions such as Dutch National BKR visual arts

organizations, University of Wyoming Art Museum, Taipei Fine Arts Museum and Japan Hara Museum.
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55 Sprout, 2000 (fit A% & LB EEE) AR Infinite, 2017
1t = Granite Tt Granite
35x 18 x 85 cm 155 x 155 x 187 cm
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Main Exhibition =& EE

Solo Exhibition {2

2020

- Relaxing is an option, Bountiful Journey, Taipei, Taiwan " €52 | - B EREuL o &1L &8 -
2018

- Harmony, 2018 Sculpture Exhibition of Lai Chi Man, Longmen Art Projects, Shanghai, China
"RIEE - G208 R | FUSREFIIESE - e HhE -
2016

- Oneiric Subjectivity, Solo in ArtDoor Taipei, Taipei, Taiwan " 2% - T 3& | » B5FEN, &0, & -

- Solo Exhibition - Sketch Collection of Lai Chi Man, PiaoPiao Art Space, Taipei, Taiwan
TEfERE, o —HEEER 5L 8-

2013

- Sculpture Exhibition in Beyond Gallery, Taipei, Taiwan " ft3i(EE | JEERT > &d0 0 &8 -

C201397-1013
Nature and Mind
REXEE

“Between Nature and Mind” Solo in ArtDoor Taipei, Taipei, Taiwan " B5Ei5e 2 ] | > BUEEE > &db > &8 -
2012
- Sculpture Drawings 1990-2012: Lai Chi-Man Solo, Pema Lamo Gallery, Taipei, Taiwan
"R EfEEE, o HISEE 51 58 -

Shop B, LG/F, Wilson House
19-27 Wyndham St, Central, Hong Kong
www.amandaweigallery.com +852 2656 2908



AMANDA WEI &

GALLERY

2011
“Human and Nature” Solo in Beyond Gallery, Taipei, Taiwan " AEL1E%R | » JEEEL > &b &8 -

2010

- “Lai Chi Man Solo exhibition” in Taiyu Beaux Arts Salon, JiaYi, Taiwan

"EROGESERE o AR R 68 -

2008

- Work on Paper, Solo in Beyond Gallery, Taipei, Taiwan " 4% FfE¥ | - JEEEL > &6 &8 -

2005
“Virtual and Real — Sculpture Exhibition by Lai Chi Man” in Modern Art Gallery, Taichung, Taiwan.

TEBE | BRGSO - BHAER 6 58 -

2004

- “Tension in the Space” Solo in Huashan Creative Park, Taipei, Taiwan

TZEfTRST o FELRIESUEEE - 16 B -

1999

- Solo in HsinChu Cultural Center in Hsinchu County, Taiwan. " {E[& | » #iTE&I7SBHuCs » 307 > &0 -

1998

- Solo in “Dimension Art Center”, in Taipei & Taichung, Taiwan. " {{fE | » FFF9E.0 0 &db &9 > 58 -

1991

- Solo in Contemporary Gallery, Taichung, Taiwan " {fE& |, » ERER > &9 » 58 -

1989

- Solo in Eslite Gallery, Taipei, Taiwan " {2 |, -

114
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1982
- Solo in Etten Leur de Nobelaer, Holland " {[&f& |, - PE{af{" =60 > 521 > (o754 o
1977

- Solo in 234 Gallery of University of Wyoming, US " B A2 (ERE | » 234 EJEf 0 £ -
- Solo in Gallery D'eendt, Amsterdam, Holland " {[{f& | - #HZERT - ST - (575 -

Group Exhibition E£E

2019
- Sui Generis: Jing-Pai of Taiwan Part Il " ik &—&@ERET 25—, » (FiEAE » 68
2012

- Formless Form, Taiwan Abstract Painting, Taipei Fine Art Museum, Taipei, Taiwan
"IRRZIE , GBS ETT - GIbmIIEMEE - 61k &8 -
2008
- International Sculpture Exhibition, Aglie, Italy " # AF|ERIFEHEERE | - 5] » FAF]
2005
- Potential Power of Asia, Aichi Prefectural Museum of Art, Aichi, Nagoya, Japan
TR ZTBE S,  BRIERSEGEE - AR HA -
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1999
“Volume & Form Singapore 1999” Sculpture Exhibition, Singapore " JFELEE | BEVARLRE » H0H -
1998

- Participated in Kaohsiung International Sculpture Festival, Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts, Kaohsiung, Taiwan.
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LAI Chi Man

2019 NCRIRME R B %

P 11

2019, 2019 The Tung Ho Steel International 1997, Lai Chi Man Collection, Galerie Pierre.
Artist Residency Program, Tung Ho Steel 1997 » (EEXESE) - BERETS -
Foundation.
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LAILCHI MAN

1988, The Sculpture of Lai Chi Man,
Photographer Publications (Taipei, Taiwan)

1988 4F - (BESCHESE) - Bl LRt -

1988, Lai Chi Man,

Hsinchu Culture Center (Chu Pei, Taiwan)
1988 48 - (BESL) - Ardbm + B rRAaL
ABF L
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