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About Hua Xiyu

1986 Born in Yunnan Lijiang, China
Graduated from Visual Communication Department,
Sichuan Fine Arts Institute, and School of Design,

Central Academy of Fine Arts

Currently lives and works in Beijing

Hua Xiyu was born in Lijiang, Yunnan Province in China in 1986. She got her bachelor degree
in Visual Communication Department with BFA from Sichuan Fine Arts Institute in 2009. She
studied master degree in the Visual Communication, Studio 10 in the School of Design in China

Central Academy of Fine Arts from 2010 to 2013. She is now living and working in Beijing.

In terms of the language of the paintings, Hua punctures the construction of imaginations, that
is, through the media of painting, paintings are restored as “photos” —a medium different from
classical painting. Those intentionally left shapes and lines, as well as the saturated and pure
colors, all highlight her “impressionistic” approach when she captured the fleeting light, neat
as the feeling of pressing the shutter. At the same time, she realized that the sketching object
she was facing was no longer a natural state, but a plane simulated by electronic media in the
chip. Therefore, she allocated the composition, exaggerating the dull parts of the plane that

came from the digital products, to make the picture sharp and decisive.

In some other works, the color blocks are first painted subconsciously, and the artist looks for
Déja vu in the photos she collected. Her “discovery”, however, is not based only on coincidence,
but on the rhythmic resonance between the two. In other words, whether it is Lijiang or Beijing,
memory or reality, photography or color blocks, Hua’s painting always revolves around its own

unique and clear rhythm.
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Main Concept

Hua Xiyu’s paintings slowly project dazzling light to the world, creating a peaceful and stable
visual effect, yet meanwhile, subtly point out that those scenes are illusions only. Images in her
paintings come from the scenery of Hua’s hometown, Lijiang in Yunnan Province - the south
of colorful clouds with picturesque seasons, soft and delicate. These images of memories are

like a protective layer to the artist living in Beijing, resisting negative feelings brought by the

busy and rough environment.

Figure 1: The Cave ;%77 2017, Qil on board, 30 x 30 cm

Figure 2: Waterfall No.1 #77 No. 1, 2017, Oil on board, 30 x 30 cm

“Since 2017, my works are more into depicting landscapes. These landscapes are not traditional
sketches. They are usually a combination of landscapes in memory and online images. With
the progress of urbanization, the environment in which we live is getting more away from the
"natural" in the traditional sense. Living in a modern city is very different from my experience
in living in Yunnan. Obtaining the information from media and feeling the environment in
person is also very different, but it is not necessarily superior. One is more inclined to the visual
experience, while the other is more inclined to the physical feeling. My painting is ultimately a
product of a combination of real experience (memory) and virtual visual perception.”

—Hua Xiyu
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Figure 3: Four Seasons /4=, 2017, Oil on board, 50 x 60 cm
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Main Award FEAHETE

- Central Academy of Fine Arts Outstanding Graduation Project Award (2013)
R IR T AR B A FSE (2013)

- Sichuan Fine Arts Institute Outstanding Graduation Project Award (2009)

VUJI = ERbeatnt B F5 HEAITESE (2009)

Main Exhibition X E R

2019

- “Chasing the Wind and Shadows”, Solo Exhibition at Amanda Wei Gallery, Hong Kong
TR, o BREEERE B P -

2014

- “Dissolving the Recurred, Mutual Anxiety in Quietude”, Solo Exhibition at Yun Gallery,

Beijing, China
TERHE TR LT A SRR R L o ERERER(E R oAb PR -
2013

“The Start of a Long Journey”, 2013 CAFA Excellent Graduation Works Exhibition
"THEZAT, o hREMEREEAEFRRRE b PR -
- “Prix Yishu 8”, Beijing, China
" Ehilg 8P, o dbRT > PR
2012
- “Counterpoint”, CAFA
DM, o R EMTE G S AT E i
- “Brilliant Artist Books from around the World”, Beijing, China
" E R TRE o b -
- “Tropical lab 6: Land”, Singapore
" Tropical lab 6: Land | » #ri0g -
2010
“Little Things”, Exhibition of Tan Ping and Students in Beijing, China
TUNERRPE o ECPEIAERE - J0HT > I -
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